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SUBJECT:PROPOSED POOLING AGREEMENT FOR MERCHANT FLEET 
REE: A) LISBON 259; B) 76 STATE 301181 

1 . DEPTOFES (EB/TCA/MA) MET WITH BALLIN, VICE PRESIDENT 
(OPERATIONS) FOR AEL AND RICHARD KURRUS, WASHINGTON 
ATTORNEY FOR AEL ON DECEMBER 17, 1976. 

2. DISCUSSIONS COVERED RANGE OF U.S. MARITIME AFEAIRS 

AND EOCUSED EOR SHORT PERIOD ON AEL POSITION RE US-PORTUGAL 
TRADE. BOTH BALLIN AND KURRUS WERE INFORMED OF US POLICY 
REGARDING POOLING AGREEMENTS AS SET FORTH IN REFTEL B. 

3. FROM DISCUSSIONS, IT APPEARED BALLIN WAS UNSURE OF 
METHOD TO PROPERLY PURSUE DISCRIMINATORY COMPLAINTS 
WITH USG, SPECIFICALLY WITH REGARD TO PL-480 DISCRIMINA- 
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TION. THE ROLES OF VARIOUS USG AGENCIES IN 
DISCRIMINATORY MATTERS WERE SET FORTH. 

4. AEL SEEMED TO BE SEEKING ADVICE ON AVENUES TO INCREASE 
ITS 7 PERCENT SHARE OF THE PORTUGUESE-U.S.TRADE AND SEES 

A POOLING AGREEMENT AS ONE POSSIBLE SOLUTION. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

5. THE OVERALL OUTCOME OE THE MEETING WAS INCONCLUSIVE. 
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